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Explanation - This amendment adds $5.2 million over the biennium
for Big Sky Rx, a st.ate funded program that provides premium
assistance to low-income Medicare beneficiaries to purchase
Medicare Part D drug coveragie. This amendment reinstates program
financial eligibility to 2002 of the federal poverty level. HB 2
currently funds eligibility at 135% of Lhe federal poverLy level.
This amendment. also restores funding for 3.50 FTE for a total of
5.00, which is the current leve1 for program administ.ration, and
would provide premium assist.ance to L0,71-8 persons compared to
3,335 in the current HB 2 appropriation.

This amendment adds the f ollowinq amount.s:
healt.h and Medicaid initiatives tobacco tax staLe special revenue
- 52,583,25L each year of the biennium for a toLal of $5,166,502.
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